PART 2 OF OUR SER[ES DN CRUIS[NG

In our August adition, we fook you on a cruise from the ports of Moreton Bay to Bundabearg via Mooloolaba and

the Great Sandy Strait, giving you an insight on what to expect.

This month, we continue the senes by taking you further up the coast with sfops at Lady Musgre
histaric Town of 1770 and Pancake Creak. Jane Chestar givas har second instaliment on Cru

and we also take a look al marine communications for the Irip with a story on }n T
Additionally, we compare o very capable rmn‘ersﬁamfmﬁacbecausaagﬂadi ul ﬂ'rfyﬂuamm
fully enfoy the delights offered by the many cruising anchorages.

Michael Hinde, former Sailing Groug Gaptain frovm the Moreton Bay Trailer Boat
of 8 Sunsail Charter in the Whitsundays. We also catch up with our
Commaodore of the Moreton Bay Boat Club, his lovely wife Jackie and
Dragon Lady in the Whitsundays for a wonderful account of their cruising advent,
for now, let us fake you cruising up the Queensland Coast
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ol reals, Blands and coral cays locatad alf BRlrAnGe i
the coast between Bundaberng and
Gladstone, Just ramamber, whan
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‘home bage” than the presents less of & un back should weather
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Bumatt Fiver and s a great staring point
for crdses to the slands or up the coast to
the Town of 1770 and Pancaks Creek, The
marina has & very iendhy enlsendg culliie
= youl will find wachts from all around the
woarld and a good splattering of cruising
vachis and power bpets from pleces
fuirthar south,

WHERE TONEXT

Having wsad Bundabarg Porl Marina o
refuel and re-provizion, the cholces of
“whara to naxt” ara. as always, dapandant
o the waather Evary cruiging boatse, at
kzast from southem ports, ties to make

vaniuring thera in your own boat. Thers
ara tour aparators running regular cresas
to Lady Musgrave and FHzroy, a
neigbauring reefwall worth visiting.

The advantags, of course, s that thess
oparators know thair destinations like the
bhack of hair fand and the charer Boals
senvicing both Musgrave and Fitzroy ars
hig, tast and comforabla and aven in poor
conditions, your safety is In good hands.
Dot bt this adatar you Trom taking wour
owrl Doal oul o these asas — just make
swre you're well praparad.



CRLIGING

Abways:
check the weather lorecast and
seven day forecests - have
sufficient food. water and fusl for an
exlended stay  should  condilions
changs and you are forced to stay in
thes Lagoon at Lady Musgrasve until
condifions Imgrowve;

- lat enmeona know yow ars going - log
in with tha local Coast Geand or
olunteer Marine Rescue (VME];

- make sure you have a good
commmacations sysiam onboand for
Ermenpencles;

- haws a good offshone medical kit that
complias at kast bo Category 1, but
preferably Category 0 —  ofishore
crigsing speciications;

* have »oning maps of the Greal
Barrler Reef Marine Park - there are
areas which have restrictons and
ignorancs s no excuse lor he Law;

- hawe chams, navigation equipmant
and am accurate CMMpEES 35 3 vary
rrEErnUm for cruising 1o the [sland
and surrounding resds.

I you preter to crutse along the nﬂaatpfth
Town of 1770, a run of aroupd™S

miles Trom Bundabegd
playground awaits. The
tha local bar at the antrafge

Entrance 1o Pancake Creak
at Sunset

Round Hill Haad

Haad Crask. Local knowledge is always a
good thing as this bar can be dangenous
because It |s constantly changing. 1t I a
good mova o contact VMA Round Hill
Head lor a regan on condilions on the bar
and 13 log-in when commancing 1,n:|4.|r
approsch. On our kst visd there, & leas)
one of the leeds Into the creek was mzll-}r‘r
tha channed and it is a ralafivaly narmomy
and meandering chanmsl al the basi ol
times.

But once overthe bar and inalded
thara arg & numbar o goad :

spots. Fual, waler, tare
availabla from Me ihough
thara s no “ganaral 0 jbself,
the town hes adake 2 kg,
restauranls ; a5 a puilic
phome Do Al 1 oulside woarld

ing i I'kﬁ‘ll;.' COMA phones

up the craak, on a nsing
n pendirabe as lar as s
ilaz in a dinghy or shalow
boat and the anchorage i
edjscent to Eurdmbula Metional Park and
Bustard Bay - the infamous site wheara
Captain Jamas Cook anchoned to repalr
and re-provision Hiz Majesty's Bark
Endeavour in 1770,

Altamativaly, comtinua wp the coast 1o
Pancake Creek — a luihes 156 nautical
milas north. Pancake Creek = a favourita
spot for cruising boaties. For starlars it has
ne bar entrance and Iz therefore
accessible day or night. The Creek is
pounded by beaulilul sandy beaches,
provides excellznt flshing and crystal clear
waters - bul do benvara of the “man in gray
Mannel suits™ as there have haen
numaraus shark sightings here over tha
WEArS,

Alihough it reans taking & goodd walk from
the anchdrags up a laity unlorgiving hill, a
visit to the recendly restored Bustard Head
Lighthoiise (s always a good adveniure. 1
iz no longer Bn operational lighthouse b
was in facl Quaansland's first manned
lighthouse way back In 1668, Pancake
Cresk iz a good spot to ride out bad

Tr'uar calirse many olher créaks

] 8 coagiline betwaan
Bu Pannahn Creak, inchdng
the River, Beffie Cresk, Midds
Cra ich aclually joins Pancake

a1 iz upper reaches) and Jenny
UHd Cresk. All have bars and are fairly
shallow, Balfle Creek is accessible by road

Fy : .
1E fﬁm s & very popular holiday area.
farag

I for those with limiled lirme and nob

" wanting to push on to Gladstone and

poinis  ferhar north, Pancake Creek
makies & good destinatkn end temanoed
point for a cruise back to soubarn pors,
Sorme cruising boatias prater o simply “Go
Crgsing” and will continue on untd thay
raach thair norharn most paint and then
retum 1o varous ports where they spend
tima on tha reium voyasge,  Either way,
cruiging Queensland's wonderiul
coastine is what boating is all about. But
lat ws give you a final pésca of advice: no
dioubt, you will mest other crulsing boatles
on your trip, but itis always safer and much
prscsre @0 oyl il you crdse “ncompany”,

S0 whan planning your nesl crse or yor
firgt crulse, see If you can geat e or mdons
of your mates to do the frip with you = atter
all the camersdens of boating will be
enhancad by swch an adventura.




